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The journalist Stefan Trzcinski from Warsaw, who appeared the next day, was an adroit young man of rather limited education. He immediately rubbed Hauptmann the wrong way by announcing that he found Wiesenstein to be "built in an oriental style, with Mauretanian features."
"Never hear anything so stupid in my life," Hauptmann muttered under his breath furiously.
The Pole did not seem to have understood him. He remained quite amiable.
"I'm glad to see that you, although a German, still have a telephone that functions," he said unctuously. Apparently he wanted to hear Gerhart Hauptmann praise the Polish administration.
Instead, the old man said, "My dear sir, one that didn't function could only be regarded as a heap of steel and wiring."
In the course of the interview the journalist referred to the certificate of protection.
"I need no protection," replied Hauptmann with a sharpness that was not like him.
Taken aback, Trzcinski was silent. Margarete interjected: "Don't misunderstand us, my dear sir! We're grateful to your authorities and feel completely safe."
The old man cleared his throat quite audibly. He might well have been thinking of the spurious detectives and the vagabond "journalists."
Finally, when Trzcinski called the Germans a "hostile people" in alluding to Hitler's terror in Poland, Hauptmann answered simply, "Germany will soon work her way up again through the toil of all her people. That belief I will never lose."
"And you are going to Germany?" asked the interviewer.
"An agent of Marshal Zhukov offered me the opportunity to move to Dresden or Berlin. I could even take all my property with me. I declined . . ."
This interview, which appeared in the Polish press and was broadcast by the Polish radio stations, caused a sensation. Even the newspapers of the West commented on it. Gerhart Hauptmann was definitely being pushed out by the hangmen of Silesia, although they themselves protected him. It was then that the word "Armenia" was mentioned. I reminded Hauptmann of the famous sentence by Franz Werfel, who had remained his friend even during the years of enforced separation: "Turkey will be ruined by the corpses of Armenia." The old man nodded. His attitude apparently had displeased Moscow. Obviously, the Politburo had called upon Marshal Rokossovski in Liegnitz to wind up the Haupt-mas. affair, in a friendly way but speedily. In any case, Rokossovski sent Colonel Sokolov to Wiesenstein a number of times.